
Incorporating Native Plants into Your Garden 
Useful weblinks 

 
1) Reducing the size of your lawn 
 
Professional advice 
 
https://extension.umd.edu/resource/lawn-alternatives 
 
https://mgnv.org/climate-change/rethinking-your-lawn/ 
 
https://extension.umd.edu/resource/landscape-designs-native-plants 
 
Recent news articles  
 
Grass is a water hog.  Here’s how to create a drought-tolerant yard 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/home/2022/06/29/drought-tolerant-plants-yard/ 
 
Yes, you can do better than the great American lawn 
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/06/15/realestate/yes-you-can-do-better-than-the-great-
american-lawn.html 
 
Your lawn questions answered 
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/06/29/realestate/lawn-
care.html?referringSource=articleShare 
 
Ditching grass could help your backyard thrive 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-solutions/2021/06/30/climate-friendly-backyard/ 
 
Gardeners urged to let lawns go wild to boost nature 
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-61264905 

One Way to Do More for the Environment: Do Less With Your Yard 
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/05/16/opinion/climate-change-gardening-biodiversity.html 
 
Lawn alternatives for shady yards 
https://marylandgrows.umd.edu/2023/02/09/lawn-alternatives-for-shady-yards/ 
 
Rethinking the lawn, with ecological horticulturist Dan Wilder 
https://awaytogarden.com/rethinking-the-lawn-with-ecological-horticulturist-dan-wilder/ 
 
Why is reducing the area of lawn important 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vwN-MIiCULg 
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How do I convert my lawn to natives (even if I am not a gardener)? 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mBKdLHUJUGM 
 
 
2) Creating your pollinator garden 

 
Help butterflies, bees and birds with a pollinator garden in your yard 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/kidspost/help-butterflies-bees-and-birds-with-a-
pollinator-garden-in-your-yard/2019/10/04/7cb9d418-e089-11e9-b199-
f638bf2c340f_story.html 
 
https://extension.umd.edu/resource/attracting-wildlife-your-garden 
 
The beautiful flowers that the bees can’t use 
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20230222-the-beautiful-flowers-that-bees-cant-use 
 
Native plants for shady areas and sunny areas 
https://www.plantnovanatives.org/shade-gardens (Includes suggestions that are deer resistant) 
https://extension.umd.edu/resource/native-plants-shady-slopes 
https://www.plantnovanatives.org/quick-start-guide (Quick guide to starting a native plant 
garden – plants for shade, sun and controlling deer) 
https://extension.umd.edu/resource/native-plants-sunny-slopes 

Creating a Well-Layered Landscape 
https://mgnv.org/mg-virtual-classroom/sl-class-video/well-layered-landscape-2022/ 
 
Container Gardening for Earth Renewal 
https://www.plantnovanatives.org/container-gardening 
 
What is a Rain Garden? 
https://extension.umd.edu/resource/introduction-rain-gardens 
 
Native plants for hummingbirds 
https://www.plantnovanatives.org/hummingbirds-1 
 
Neat and tidy native plants and slightly wild ones 
https://www.plantnovanatives.org/butterflies 
 
Native plants that attract butterflies 
https://www.lewisginter.org/butterfly-host-plants/ 
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Native groundcovers 
https://extension.umd.edu/resource/groundcover-list 
 
Spring ephemerals for residential gardens 
https://extension.psu.edu/spring-ephemerals-for-residential-gardens 
 
Butterfly host plants 
https://www.lewisginter.org/butterfly-host-plants/ 
 
Deer resistant native plants (includes a link to rabbit resistant native plants) 
https://www.plantnovanatives.org/deer-and-native-plants 
 
Yard design templates 
https://www.lawngonenative.com/ 
 
Native Plant databases 
https://nwf.org/nativeplants 
https://nwf.org/keystoneplants (We are in the Eastern Temperate Forests Region) 
https://www.wildflower.org/ 
https://mtcubacenter.org/native-plant-finder/ 
 
Online native plant sellers 
https://gardenforwildlife.com/ 
https://www.izelplants.com/ 
https://www.thepollennation.com/ 
 
List of native plant nurseries near Washington DC 
 https://choosenatives.org/location/native-nurseries/ 
 
Native Plant Sales 
https://www.plantnovanatives.org/local-native-plant-sales 
 
http://www.northernalexandrianativeplantsale.org/ 
 
 
3) Getting help 
 
Soil Testing 
University of Maryland extension 
https://extension.umd.edu/resource/soil-testing-and-soil-testing-labs 
UDC Environmental Quality Testing Laboratory 
https://www.udc.edu/eqtl/ 
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Audubon Society 
Audubon at Home 
https://www.audubonva.org/audubon-at-home 
 
Green and clean lawn care providers 
https://vnps.org/conservation/bay-friendly-lawn-care-providers/ 
 
Native plant landscapers Northern  Virginia 
https://www.plantnovanatives.org/landscaping-help 
 
Riversmart Maintenance Assistance Program Service Provider Referral List 
chrome-
extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://doee.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites
/ddoe/service_content/attachments/RiverSmart%20Maintenance%20Assistance%20Program%
20Service%20Provider%20Referral%20List%20%284%29%20%281%29.pdf 
 
Government Rebate Programs 
Washington DC RiverSmart Home program 
https://doee.dc.gov/service/riversmart-homes 
 
Washington DC Pepco and Casey Trees partnership 
http://www.pepco.com/energy/environment/planting/treerequest/ 
 
Montgomery County Rainscapes Program 
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/water/rainscapes/index.html 
 
Virginia Conservation Assistance Programs 
https://vaswcd.org/vcap 
 
Fairfax County Conversation Assistance Programs 
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/soil-water-conservation/conservation-assistance-programs 
 
4) Other useful links 
 
Native Plant Societies  
https://nanps.org/native-plant-societies/ 
 
Virginia Native Plant Society 
http://www.vnps.org 
 
Maryland Native Plant Society 
https://www.mdflora.org 
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Organizations 
Homegrown National Park  
https://homegrownnationalpark.org/ 
 
Xerces Society 
https://www.xerces.org 
 
Audubon Society, Audubon at Home 
https://www.audubonva.org/audubon-at-home 
 
Wild Ones 
http://www.wildones.org 
 
How to eliminate invasives 
Invasives and how to eliminate them 
https://blueridgeprism.org/factsheets/ 
 
Invasive plant removal 
https://www.plantnovanatives.org/invasive-plant-management 
 
What is the best way to get rid of invasive plants? 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hOqb5ZN4sDc 
 
Invasive plants to avoid buying for your yard or garden 
https://extension.umd.edu/resource/invasive-plants-avoid-buying-your-yard-and-garden-
maryland 
 
How to become a Master Gardener or Master Naturalist 
DC 
https://www.udc.edu/causes/land-grant/center-for-urban-agriculture-gardening-
education/master-gardener-program/ 
 
https://www.udc.edu/causes/dcmnp/what-is-a-naturalist/ 
 
Virginia 
https://arlington.ext.vt.edu/programs/master-
gardeners.html#:~:text=Newly%20graduated%20EMG%20Interns%20then,become%20Certified
%20Extension%20Master%20Gardeners 
 
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/green-spring/extension-master-gardeners/membership 
 
http://www.virginiamasternaturalist.org/become-a-master-naturalist.html 
 
Maryland 
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https://sites.google.com/umd.edu/montgomerycountymg/home/ask-a-master-
gardener/become-a-master-gardener 
 
https://extension.umd.edu/programs/environment-natural-resources/program-areas/master-
naturalist-program/become-master-
naturalist#:~:text=Candidates%20must%20be%2018%20years,volunteer%2040%20hours%20pe
r%20year 
 
Videos 
What is the best way to get rid of invasive plants? 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hOqb5ZN4sDc 
 
Here’s the best way to kill mosquitos – instead of fogging 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=TqcDZDNtP-0 
 
Do native plants attract deer, squirrels and rabbits? 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5IQNeHXLzMM 
  
Ticks, lyme disease and landscaping 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hLNv2qxpfgI 
 
Why is reducing the area of lawn important 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vwN-MIiCULg 
 
How do I convert my lawn to natives (even if I am not a gardener)? 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mBKdLHUJUGM 
 
 
Native Plant Garden Field Trips 
Ladew Gardens 
https://ladewgardens.com/ 
 
Longwood Gardens 
https://longwoodgardens.org/?gclid=Cj0KCQiA6fafBhC1ARIsAIJjL8nfw8aNk4AlVLbW_I6OGCkIw
07ohGQFq8HOL9OKfFR-M54BjfHmIOsaAhU_EALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds 
 
Riverbend Park 
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/riverbend 
 
Mt. Cuba Center 
https://mtcubacenter.org/?gclid=Cj0KCQiA6fafBhC1ARIsAIJjL8l-M8rfJBhM1xwX1K3y1PD_Edu6-
4mpyo-jq2D_9nwrW3uVr7_MGTMaAmzZEALw_wcB 
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Brookside Gardens 
https://montgomeryparks.org/parks-and-trails/brookside-gardens/ 
 
The Clifton Institute 
https://cliftoninstitute.org/ 
 
Glenstone 
https://www.glenstone.org/ 
 
5) Doug Tallamy’s Books 
 
Nature’s Best Hope:  A New Approach to Conservation that Starts in your Yard 
 
Bringing Nature Home: How You Can Sustain Wildlife with Native Plants 

The Nature of Oaks: The Rich Ecology of Our Most Essential Native Trees 
 
The Living Landscape: Designing for Beauty and Biodiversity in the Home Garden 
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https://www.amazon.com/Living-Landscape-Designing-Beauty-Biodiversity/dp/1604694084/ref=sr_1_1?crid=35H4ANT3DBTR8&keywords=landscape+doug+tallamy&qid=1678503735&s=books&sprefix=landscape+doug+tallamy%2Cstripbooks%2C70&sr=1-1
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