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1945 – 2017 

Born on March 12th, 1945 in Wisconsin, United States and passed away on July 25th, 2017 at the 

age of 72. She received her Master of Arts degree from the Fletcher School of Law and 

diplomacy and completed all coursework for a doctorate 1970. While at the Fletcher school she 

was the recipient of the Celia M. Howard Fellowship awarded by The Business and Professional 

Women of Illinois through Statewide competition. She received her B.A. in Latin American 

Studies and Spanish from the Southern Methodist University in Dallas, Texas in 1967. Her junior 

year was spent studying Spanish at the Universidad de Madrid. She was fully bilingual in 

Spanish. She was raised in the farming country of Illinois where her father owned and operated a 

750 Acre Farm. She raised and trained horses as a 4-H project and became a Statewide equitation 

champion in her youth. She first joined the Bank in 1970 as a Consultant and Training Officer in 

the Technical Assistance Division at the IDB for one year. After that, she worked at the Central 

American Institute of Business Administration (INCAE) in Managua, Nicaragua, where she was 

in charge of the search and study of cases in the field of Agriculture and Marketing of meals 

throughout all of Central America. In 1973 she obtained the position of Loan Officer at the IDB, 

in charge of the preparation and negotiation of more than 30 loans of all aspects of project 

evaluation in the field, in countries such as Costa Rica, Panama, Bolivia and Peru. In the year 

1979 she held the title of Loan Officer at the World Bank, where she was responsible for the 

formulation and implementation of loan programs with Latin-American and African countries. 

Between 1984 and 1989 she worked as a Consultant in the International Projects of Economic 

Development where she served in the private sector of American companies, including firms 

from other countries and many clients, the IDB among them. In 1990 she returned to the IDB 

with the title of Operations Officer in the Department of Operations in Division 6, until her 

retirement in 2004. Condolences can be sent to her son, John Wood, to the following email: 

rugbyjohn15@gmail.com 


