
Kenneth José Mathison Ramírez  

 

1934 – 2019  

Kenneth was born on October 17, 1934 in Caracas, Venezuela. He died on October 22, 2019, at 

the age of 85, in Shady Grove Adventist Hospital, in Rockville, Maryland, surrounded by his 

family. His youngest son, Pablo Ignacio, predeceased him at the age of 33. He is survived by his 

wife, Lilian Joyce Vetencourt Mathison, and his three other children María Elena, Kenneth José 

Junior, and Marisabel and two grandchildren.  

He graduated with a degree in Agricultural Engineering from the Central University of Venezuela 

in 1958 and obtained a Master’s Degree in Irrigation Engineering from the State University of 

Utah, United States, in 1963.  

Kenneth began his professional career in 1958 as an Agricultural Engineer at the Service for 

Farmers Foundation (FUSAGRI) in Venezuela. He was a professor at CIDIAT (Inter- American 

Center for Integral Development of Water and Land) in 1967 and became the Executive Secretary 

of the National Irrigation Works Coordination Committee of Venezuela in 1969. In 1971 he 

worked as General Manager at CORPORIENTE (Development Corporation of the Northeast 

Region) in Venezuela.  

Kenneth joined the IDB in 1973 as an Irrigation Specialist in the Project Analysis Department, and 

in 1975 he became an Operations Officer in the Operations Department. In 1991 Kenneth was 

promoted to Operations Coordinator.  

According to his daughter Marisabel, after retiring in 1992, Kenneth took painting classes at 

Montgomery College in Rockville, Maryland and after completing a painting he would dedicate a 

poem to it. Kenneth enjoyed reading and writing poetry.  

He traveled throughout Europe, Latin America, and the Caribbean. He was also the best tourist 

guide when friends and family visited him.  



Retirement allowed him to enjoy the closeness of those who were in the forefront of his life: his 

family, his grandchildren and his close friends. As a good Venezuelan and lover of tasty cuisine, 

he pampered his loved ones with typical Venezuelan dishes: hallacas, ham bread, arepas and 

cachapas. Orchids fascinated him, and, as a good agronomist, he delighted in visiting botanical 

gardens.  

Condolences may be sent to his wife Lilian Joyce at 7921 Charleston Court, Bethesda, MD 20817, 

to Livema@juno. com, or to his daughter Marisabel at MMathison  


