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1940 – 2018 
Mr. Jorge Elena was born on October 20, 1940 in Montevideo, Uruguay and died on September 

4, 2018 at age 77. He obtained a degree in economics and Public Accounting at the University of 

the Republic in Montevideo, Uruguay between 1960 and 1968. Before joining the Bank, he 

worked for the Ministry of Livestock and Agriculture of his country, initially as an Agricultural 

Programming Expert and after as the General Director for the Agrarian Economy. Between the 

years 1975 and 1976 he was appointed Deputy Chief and Senior Officer in the Regional Projects 

Division at the Regional Bureau for Latin America at the United Nations in New York. He was 

President, Delegate, Adviser and Member in conferences, assemblies and international 

conventions held in different cities of Europe and Latin America between 1968 and 1974. He 

represented the government of Uruguay before the FAO, the World Food Program and the World 

Bank. He joined the Bank in 1976 as an Advisor and Senior Programming Officer in the Plans 

and Programs Department. In 1979 he was promoted to the position of Chief of the Programming 

Division of the same Department. In 1981 he was appointed as the Deputy Secretary for the 

IDB’s Secretariat Department, a role he held for many years that allowed him to play a critical 

leadership role in the Bank’s Administration. He then served as the Bank’s Representative in 

Europe, Brazil and Argentina until 2003, the year of his retirement. Jorge Elena was a very 

active member of the IDB Retirees Association as the President of the AJBID Chapter in 

Argentina, in which he contributed a lot to protect the interests of the local retirees. He will be 

always remembered as a first class professional and as a colleague dedicated to the development 

and welfare of our countries. As a Representative, Jorge demonstrated a high level of 

professionalism, knowledge, sensitivity, education and nobility. Condolences may be sent to his 

wife Elena to the following address: Avenida Ortiz de Ocampo 2820 P-3 Buenos Aires, 1425 

Argentina or to the following email: jelena@fibertel.com.ar.  
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