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Born in Uyumbicho, Ecuador on December 20, 1930, Genaro Cisneros was a naturalized 

Canadian citizen and passed away on September 7, 2018. He earned a degree in Electronic 

Engineering from the National Polytechnic School of Quito, Ecuador in 1957 and a Master of 

Science, Civil Engineering, and Hydraulics from the University of Tennessee at Knoxville in 

1961. In 1965 he completed several courses in Business Administration at New York State 

University in Buffalo. Before joining the IDB, Cisneros worked as an engineering consultant for 

an American company responsible for construction of a system of major river link canals in 

Western Pakistan. From 1964 to 1976, he worked as an engineer in hydraulic works and 

hydroelectric projects for a Canadian company in Niagara Falls. In 1976, he joined the IDB 

Country Office in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil as supervisor for two major operations financed by the 

Bank, a hydroelectric complex in the northeast region of Brazil and construction of electric 

transmission and distribution systems in the southern region of the state of Minas Gerais. From 

1980 to 1984 Cisneros worked in the IDB Country Office in Argentina, supervising hydroelectric 

projects. Between 1984 and 1989 he worked in the Country Office in Caracas, Venezuela, 

supervising operations for transportation and sanitation. From 1989 to 1992, he worked in the 

Bank’s Country Office in La Paz, Bolivia, supervising projects for Bolivian state oil fields and 

expansion of power generation and transmission capacity by the national electricity company in 

Cochabamba and Santa Cruz. Cisneros retired from the IDB in 1992 and will always be 

remembered for his keen sense of responsibility, dedication, and perseverance in performing his 

duties. Condolences may be sent to his wife, Martha Cisneros, at Upper Canada Longe 272, 

Wellington Street, Niagara on the Lake, Ontario, Canada, or to their son James Cisneros at email 

james.cisneros@umontreal.ca. 


